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Peatlands are unique ecosystems that offer important 
ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, 
biodiversity conservation, water supply and purification, 
atmospheric cooling, flood prevention, biomass production for 
food and others. The services peatlands provide are globally 
and locally relevant both for urban and rural areas. Peatland 
conservation, restoration, wise use and management can be 
realized and supported by different Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements (MEAs). To strengthen synergies 
and amplify efforts to maintain and restore ecosystem 
services of peatlands, the Ramsar Convention, UNCCD, 
UNCBD and UNFCCC are beginning to work together on a 
joint declaration. 
 
This event aims to introduce the idea to develop a joint 
declaration or work programme to structure collaboration 
among relevant MEAs, with the aim to further accelerate 

action, and use synergies for the conservation, restoration 
and sustainable management of peatlands. The event will 
demonstrate the commitment by convention Secretariats 
and leading International Organisations and interest by 
contracting parties to work jointly on peatlands issues as 
an urgent an important priority by developing and 
supporting joint or synergistic implementation of a 
common declaration or work programme. Panelists 
will discuss existing commitments, declarations and 
resolutions in the MEAs relevant to peatlands conservation, 
restoration and sustainable management; identify joint 
priorities; and discuss ways to increase synergies and 
collaboration on peatlands issues across MEAs; identify 
next steps and seek to outline a process towards a joint or 
work programme; identify interested parties to take part in 
structuring and deepening the collaboration in connection 
with the Global Peatlands Initiative 


