
1

Policy options for Blue 

Carbon

COP17/CMP7

1

Robert O’Sullivan
7 December 2011



2

Overview

IPCC

• NAMAs; REDD+

UNFCCC

• Non-Annex I (CDM); Annex I (caps; JI; GIS)

Kyoto Protocol

• Australia; EU; others

Regional and national trading

• Voluntary markets; Adaptation

Other
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Draft SBSTA conclusion on research and 

systematic observation
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UNFCCC

• Could include mangroves that meet forest definition

REDD+

• Advantages: flexibility

• Prioritize either readiness or implementation 
depending on existing capacity

• May cover non-REDD+ blue carbon

• Disadvantages: funding? 

• Multi-/bilateral initiatives? 

NAMAs
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Kyoto Protocol

• Caps/LULUCF accounting rules?

• Joint Implementation / Green 
Investment Schemes?

Annex I

• Clean Development Mechanism

Non-Annex I
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Other Relevant Areas

• Australia - Carbon Farming Initiative (domestic)

• EU – domestic vs. international support for Non-Annex I

National/Regional

• Value in itself + co-benefit to mitigation

• US$1.6 billion to date -> lower than mitigation funding, but should 
not be ignored

Adaptation

• Smaller but not insignificant – VCS recognizes peat, mangrove AR

Voluntary markets
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Thank you 

Robert O’Sullivan 

r.osullivan@climatefocus.com


